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The Organization 

 

After LSD’s initial indications for various psychiatric disorders in the early 1950s, the clinical 

applications of psychedelics were heavily researched as treatment options for addiction, terminal 

existential distress, and many other conditions. The politically motivated misrepresentation of 

psychedelic research by the Controlled Substances Act of 1970 barred thousands of patients from 

access to these reliable and valid treatment options, up until now. In response to the promising 

results of the last decade’s recontinued research into psychedelic therapies, the FDA granted 

breakthrough therapy status to three separate trials of psychedelic compounds: psilocybin for 

treatment resistant depression, psilocybin for treatment of Major Depressive Disorder, and MDMA for treatment of 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

The OSU College of Medicine’s Consciousness Research Interest Group (CRIG) was founded in 2020 under the 

mentorship of Dr. Alan Davis. Our tight-knit team of dedicated medical students and Psychiatric resident Dr. Adam Levin 

share an important overarching goal: expanding clinical psychedelic research here at OSU. 

A short-term goal is to use our platform to incentivize research and extracurricular education relevant to consciousness 

sciences and psychedelic medicine. Specifically, we seek to educate ourselves and other interested students to the 

potential role of physicians in policymaking. This is extremely relevant to public health and law jurisdictions as research 

into the therapeutic potential of once-criminalized drugs expands. Understanding these legal complexities can help us 

ensure that each research endeavor we pursue will maximally contribute to our shared vision regarding the availability 

of psychedelic therapies. We are fortunate to have Dr. Davis’s mentorship to approach our goals methodologically: his 

familiarity of the field enables him to incrementally guide us towards our long-term goal of establishing a permanent 

research program dedicated to psychedelic medicine here at OSU. 

As CRIG expands, it will aim to find and present researchers with funding opportunities to pursue the intersectionality of 

psychedelic clinical research with law and policy, sociogenomics, religious studies, substance abuse, relationships of 

psychological stressors and pathologies, and more. We are hoping that these efforts grow this organization into a 

substrate for a dedicated, well-funded laboratory. Our most optimistic goal is to see the founding of a Center at OSU 

within the next four years. 

Until then, we are dedicated to upholding a standard in our approach to the practice of medicine: if consciousness is 

defined as “the fact of awareness by the mind of itself and the world,” then understanding the implications of this 

ambiguous and far-reaching topic requires perspectives from a wide range of disciplines and experiences outside of 

medicine. 

We aim to further explore the effects of perceived environment on human wellness in the context of political 

landscapes, the healthcare infrastructure, popular culture, belief systems, and social morality. Standard medical 

education rarely places emphasis on these socioenvironmental determinants of human wellness, which in turn fosters 

stigma against consciousness and psychedelic research. We believe that addressing these topics will enhance our 

potential to grow into compassionate healthcare providers individually, as well as our potential to systemically address 

holistic healing collectively. 
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The Team 

 

Dr. Alan K Davis is an Assistant Professor at The Ohio State University College of Social Work 

and an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Center for Psychedelic and Consciousness Research at 

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. He is the primary advisor of the College of 

Medicine’s Consciousness Research Interest Group. 

Dr. Davis’s clinical expertise includes providing evidenced-based treatments such as 

motivational interviewing, cognitive behavioral therapy, acceptance and commitment therapy, 

and psilocybin-assisted psychotherapy to patients diagnosed with trauma-based psychological 

problems such as addiction, PTSD, depression, and anxiety. 

Consistent with his clinical interests, his research interests and expertise focuses on the potential of psychoactive 

substance administration in the treatment of mental health and addictive disorders, the understanding of how to 

improve clinical outcomes through examining new treatments, and the development of ways to conceptualize substance 

use and mental health problems through a strengths-based approach. His published work is characterized by his 

epidemiological, phenomenological, and psychological fluency in addressing recreational and medical use of licit and 

illicit substances. 

His notable past studies have involved clinical trials with psilocybin for people with depression and the exploration of 

psychological mechanisms by which psilocybin improves mental health and functioning. His completion of the largest-

ever survey study among users of 5-MeO-DMT is renowned for its contribution to the understanding of the future of 

psychedelic therapy’s economic and temporal feasibility in accessibility to the common patient population. He is mindful 

of the influence of his research in bridging science and faith and has qualified the lasting mental health benefits and 

quantum change in subjects after their mystical experiences. 

Upcoming studies include exploring the use of short-acting psychedelics in laboratory and naturalistic settings and 

assessing the application of psychedelics in vulnerable populations, including people of color who have experienced 

racial trauma and native Spanish-speaking individuals. His efforts within the realm of policy explore the contribution of 

external factors, such as drug scheduling, stigmas, and physician perception on the availability of clinically proven 

therapeutic modalities. 

Dr. Davis is the President and Founding Director of the non-profit Source Research Foundation, which aims to “connect, 

inspire, and support students who study the epidemiology, phenomenology, and the environmental, cultural and clinical 

contexts of psychedelic use, and to develop a virtual collaboratory of students, scientists, and community members who 

are passionate about psychedelic science.” 

Dr. Davis graduated with a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from Bowling Green State University in 2016, where he 

researched drug cravings, drug abuse, and harm reduction. After his clinical residency at the Baltimore VA Hospital, he 

completed his post-doctoral fellowships at the University of Michigan in 2017, and at Johns Hopkins University in 2019. 
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Justin Mitchell is a current second year medical student with the goal of practicing anesthesiology or 

psychiatry.  His research interests include maternal stress and the long-term effects on offspring 

health outcomes. The intersectionality between socioeconomic status, inflammatory mediators, HPA 

axis hormones, and increased risk of adverse outcomes in offspring through proposed epigenetic 

mechanisms, are a possible explanation of systemic intergenerational trauma.  

His interest in CRIG stems from the desire to understand the human condition and look for non-

traditional means to treat patients. Treatments are needed that understand and look past the 

accepted confines of medicine while exploring alternative explanations for disease such as genetic 

imprinting. His personal experiences include close proximity to addiction, and he would like to see 

treatments in the future aimed at addiction prevention and resolution.  

 

Selina Deiparine is a second-year medical student at OSUCOM with broad interests in research and 
policy. She received her undergraduate degrees from Northwestern University, where she studied 
Science in Human Culture and was awarded departmental honors in Biological Sciences for her thesis 
research in genetics. Prior to medical school, she worked in scientific publication at the Institute for 
Health Metrics of Evaluation in her hometown of Seattle. Her multidisciplinary background, from 
basic science research to health care consulting, has led to a strong belief that clinical decision-
making, organizational systems, and policy should reflect the best available evidence possible.  
 
Currently, she is the student leader of the policy-writing committee of the OSUCOM chapter of the 
American Medical Association & Ohio State Medical Association; co-founder of Op Notes, an 
Inclusivity in Surgery journal club; and the president of the OSUCOM Honors & Professionalism 
Council. Her interests in CRIG surround questions of how policy reflects scientific evidence, how 
science is affected by policy, and how both intersect with cultural factors such as public perception 
and stigma. 
 

Dr. Adam Levin, MD is a PGY-1 Resident in the Department of Psychiatry at Ohio State University. 

Adam is from New Orleans, Louisiana and attended medical school at Louisiana Health Sciences 

Center in New Orleans. During medical school, he was inducted into the Alpha Omega Alpha Honors 

Society and completed an Honors research project under the mentorship of Dr. Charles Nichols. Their 

research focused on the antidepressant and anxiolytic effects of psilocybin and ketamine in animal 

models of depression.  

Prior to medical school, Adam graduated with a degree in the Biological Basis of Behavior from the 

University of Pennsylvania and subsequently spent three years working as a Healthcare consultant. 

His research and clinical interests include the therapeutic applications of psychedelic substances, 

mindfulness based therapeutic interventions, and the overlap of psychiatry and spirituality. In his free 

time, he enjoys running, meditating, reading, and spending time with his fiancé, Grace, and their dog, 

Baloo.                   

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woo Byun studied bioengineering at the University of Pennsylvania and conducted four years of 

research before matriculating at The Ohio State University College of Medicine. He first became 

interested in consciousness research when he took multidisciplinary courses in brain-computer 

interfaces that revealed how the human consciousness could be modulated to alleviate disorders 

such as depression. He pursued these interests by engineering EEG-synchronized psychophysics 

experiments that explored multisensory integration and intraoperative awareness under various 

anesthetic agents.  

As a physician, he envisions combining his tissue engineering, neuroscience, and medical knowledge 

to create the next generation of neuromodulatory treatments. He hopes to enter a specialty that 

enables him to continue his research in neuroscience and consciousness and serve as a leader in 

consciousness research. 

 

Tom Gao is a second-year medical student at The Ohio State University College of Medicine with 

aspirations to go into sleep medicine and sleep surgery. He has a background in basic science virology 

research and personal training and is currently doing sleep surgery research on novel sleep apnea 

therapies. This background ultimately attracted him to the human performance and sleep-related 

effects of psychedelics, which led him to his current role in CRIG.  

He hopes to see the development of further research that acknowledges the intricate nature of the 

human mind and body, and believes that as psychedelics help to further the understanding of 

serotonin’s role in crosstalk by the gut-brain axis, our understanding of sleep and mood disorder 

causality will be better understood. He hopes to learn more about the intricacies of institutionalizing 

psychedelic therapy while studying its efficacy, particularly in the aforementioned contexts and the 

general human psyche. 

Paul Nagib is a first-year medical student at the Ohio State College of Medicine who places strong 

emphasis on the role of environmental experiences on manifested life. This phenomenon is portrayed 

in his stem cell research, where mesenchymal stem cells experiencing a series of media with 

predefined increments of cytokines and growth factors manifest osteoblastic differentiation within 

3D-printed scaffolds in half the time of other known medias. Similarly, his esoteric upbringing in a 

modern western setting, including his time living in a Coptic monastery, accelerated his interests in 

human consciousness and all that it entails: the causality of the perceived human experience with 

morality, mortality, choice-making, purpose, and health.  

He founded CRIG to educate on and contribute to research that represents this holistic story of 

humanity. He hopes to one day witness his interests in consciousness, technology, and medicine 

combine to predict and portray the ontology of subconsciously accumulated stress on a 

transcriptional level using machine learning. Until then, his work involves understanding the effects of 

the political and healthcare infrastructures on physician’s perceptions and how that translates into 

their practice of medicine. 

 



Network 

 

 

Professor Patricia J. Zettler is an Associate Professor of Law at The Ohio State University 

Moritz College of Law, a faculty member of the Drug Enforcement & Policy Center (DEPC) 

housed at the College of Law, and a Member of The Ohio State University Comprehensive 

Cancer Center. Professor Zettler’s teaching areas include Torts, Legislation and Regulation, 

Health Law, and Food and Drug Law. 

Professor Zettler’s research focuses on the regulation of medicine, drugs and other medical 

products, and tobacco products, with an emphasis on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA). Cancer-relevant areas of interest include the intersection of state/local and FDA 

regulation; First Amendment constraints on government regulation of tobacco and drug 

industry speech; ethical and legal questions regarding cancer patients’ non-trial pre-approval 

access to investigational drugs; cannabis decriminalization and regulation; and questions regarding the scope of FDA 

jurisdiction (e.g., which things the FDA can regulate, and which things are properly considered drugs vs. tobacco 

products).  

Her scholarship has appeared or is forthcoming in various peer-reviewed scientific journals, including JAMA, Science, 

Journal of Clinical Oncology, JAMA Oncology and EMBO Molecular Medicine, as well as in leading legal journals.  

Professor Zettler’s work has earned her recognition, including being selected as a 2015 Health Law Scholar by the 

American Society of Law, Medicine & Ethics. Among other things, she served as a consultant to the National Academies 

of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine’s Committee on Pain Management and Regulatory Strategies to Address 

Prescription Opioid Abuse from 2016 to 2017, and has served on the editorial advisory board for the Food and Drug Law 

Journal since 2015. She is also on the Black Lives Matter Advisory Group for the Food and Drug Law Institute. 

Before joining the Ohio State faculty in 2019, Professor Zettler was a faculty member of the Center for Law, Health & 

Society at Georgia State University College of Law, where she was selected as the 2018 winner of the Patricia T. Morgan 

Award for Outstanding Scholarship among the faculty. Prior to Georgia State, she was a fellow at the Center for Law and 

the Biosciences at Stanford Law School. 

In addition to Professor Zettler’s academic work, she served as an associate chief counsel in the FDA’s Office of the Chief 

Counsel. In that role, she advised the FDA and the Department of Health and Human Services on various issues including 

drug safety, human subjects protection, expanded access to investigational drugs, over-the-counter drugs, dietary 

supplements, prescription drug advertising and promotion, incentives for developing antibiotics, and advisory 

committees. Professor Zettler also has bioethics experience through work at the Program in Medical Ethics at the 

University of California San Francisco and at the Department of Bioethics at the National Institutes of Health. 

Professor Zettler graduated with distinction from Stanford Law School in 2009. She received a BA in psychology, with 

distinction and departmental honors, from Stanford University in 2002, where she played on the varsity lacrosse team. 

 

 

 

 

Patricia J. Zettler 
Associate Professor, Moritz College of Law 
Member, Drug Enforcement and Policy Center 
Member, Comprehensive Cancer Center 
The Ohio State University 
55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43210 
phone: 614.688.4098 
email: zettler.25@osu.edu | twitter: @pzettler 

 

THE NETWORK 

Communications and meeting with Professor Zettler entail 

productive discussions of future collaboration among the Moritz’s 

Drug Enforcement and Policy Center (DEPC) and the College of 

Medicine’s CRIG. We are looking forward to further developing 

rapport with the DEPC and other contacts provided by Professor 

Zettler to further our mutual goals in the realm of policy, medical 

student education, and potentiality of clinical psychedelic research 

at OSUCOM. 
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Dr. Giancarlo Glick, MD is a psychiatry resident at Stanford University. His undergraduate 

work studying the evolutionary basis of the placebo effect widened his curiosity about the 

interpersonal and contextual factors that contribute to healing. This led him to medical school 

at Brown University, where he developed an interest in the clinical application of psychedelic-

assisted treatments.   

Currently, Giancarlo’s research examines the immune-modulating effects of psychedelic-

assisted therapy at the level of gene expression in patients being treated for mental illness. A 

secondary purpose is to examine the relationship between changes in perceived meaning and 

connection (eudaimonia) and the downregulation of pro-inflammatory genes. He created and 

facilitated an elective course for medical students and residents of Stanford titled “Introduction to Psychedelic 

Medicine: Survey of Present Research and Clinical Application”; he graciously offered his guidance to create a similar 

course at OSUCOM. Today, he continues to share his body of work through lectures structured around his research 

relating psychedelic therapy and social genomics (previewed in Table 1). 

 

 

  


