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STANFORD DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
RESIDENTS AND FELLOWS 

 
General Surgery 

 
Wilson Alobuia, MD; General Surgery 
 
In addition to pursuing a Master's degree in Health Policy, Wilson will be working 
in the Endocrine Oncology lab where his research will focus on investigating 
novel targets and therapies for various endocrine tumors as well as analyzing the 
utility and efficacy of genetic data in advancing diagnosis, treatment and 
precision in endocrine surgery. 
         
Mentor: Electron Kebebew, MD 
 
Auriel August, MD; General Surgery 
 
Auriel August, MD will be spending her professional development time as a part 
of the Stanford Biodesign Innovation Fellowship using her background in 
engineering and training as a surgeon to bridge gaps in healthcare delivery using 
technology. In addition to completing the fellowship, she will be conducting 
clinical research studying health disparities related to cancer care. 
 
Mentor: Brendan Visser, MD 
 
Carlos Ivan Ayala, MD; General Surgery 
 
Carlos is interested in understanding how malignancies of the hepatobilary 
system develop. During his professional years, he will study the molecular and 
cellular pathways that become disrupted during the development of 
cholangiocarcinoma or cancer of the biliary system. The goal of our research is to 
develop pharmacologic treatments targeting these disrupted pathways.  
 
Mentor: George Poultsides, MD; Hanlee P. Ji, MD 
 
 
Jeff Choi, MD; General Surgery 
 
Jeff Choi graduated with a degree in Policy Analysis and Management from 
Cornell University, and MD from Stanford University. His interests are in trauma 
and critical care. During professional development time, he will be pursuing a 
Master's in Epidemiology and Clinical Research, and studies to advance care for 
trauma patients.  
 
Mentor: David Spain, MD 
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Sue Fu, MD; General Surgery 
 
Sue Fu obtained her MD from Case Western. She is currently a Professional 
Development resident in the general surgery department at Stanford. Her 
research interests include cost disparities and access inequalities within 
healthcare, especially surgical care. During her research time, she will also work 
towards a Masters of Health Policy from Stanford.  

Mentor: Lisa Knowlton, MD 
 
Julia Chandler, MD; General Surgery 
 
Julia is developing a PTSD screening program for children admitted to the trauma 
service at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital. The goal of the program is to 
improve understanding of the emotional and functional impact of accidental 
injury on children and their families and to provide earlier intervention to those at 
risk. She is also pursuing a Master’s degree in Health Policy at Stanford University. 
 
Mentors: Stephanie Chao, MD; David Spain, MD; Victor Carrion, MD 
 
 
Wan Xing Hong, MD; General Surgery 
 

Wan is studying second generation immune checkpoint modulators in the 
neoadjuvant setting in murine models of solid tumors including breast cancer, 
colorectal cancer and melanoma.  

 
Mentor: Ronald Levy, MD 
 
 
Charles Liu, MD; General Surgery 
 
Charles is participating in the National Clinician Scholars Program at UCLA, where 
he is also pursuing a Masters in Health Policy and Management. His research 
focuses on studying how the Affordable Care Act has affected out-of-pocket 
spending and catastrophic expenditures among surgery and trauma patients, 
using administrative and survey data. 
 
Mentors: Arden Morris, MD; Thomas Weiser, MD;  
Melinda Maggard-Gibbons, MD at UCLA 
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Deshka Foster, MD; General Surgery 
 
Deshka is pursuing a Ph.D. in Cancer Biology in Dr. Michael Longaker’s Laboratory 
through the ARTS (Advanced Residency Training at Stanford) Program. She is 
working on a project characterizing cells involved in scar formation that also 
contribute to cancer stroma, with the aim of understanding the similarities 
between healing wounds and tumor proliferation as a potential therapeutic target. 
She is also working on projects concerning skin scarring and abdominal adhesions.  
 
Mentor: Michael Longaker, MD 

 
 Alfred Seunghoon Song, MD; General Surgery 
 
Alfred Song is a resident in the Stanford University General Surgery program.  
Prior to becoming a physician, he earned his doctorate in Biomedical Engineering 
in the field of Transport Phenomenon. His research interest focuses on enabling 
technologies for surgical therapy with the goal of developing new operative 
treatments.  
 
Mentor: BioDesign  
 
Ashley Titan, MD; General Surgery 
 
Ashley will be starting two years of a post-doctoral fellowship with Dr. Michael 
Longaker researching tissue regeneration. Outside of medicine, she enjoys 
triathlons, marathons, backpacking, and hiking with my adorable 11-year-old dog, 
Molly. 
 
Mentor: Michael Longaker, MD 
 
 
 
 
Lauren Wood, MD; General Surgery 
 
Lauren is spending her Professional Development years in the lab of Dr. James 
Dunn in Pediatric Surgery, focusing her research on intestinal stem cells and 
restoring function to an animal model of functional short gut. 
 
Mentor: James Dunn, MD 
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Kirbi Yelorda, MD; General Surgery 
 
Under the mentorship of Dr. Arden Morris, Kirbi’s research will focus on health 
disparities and diversity in the physician workforce. Additionally, I am pursuing 
Master's degree in Health Research and Policy at Stanford University. 
 
 
Mentor: Arden Morris, MD 
 
 

Goodman Surgical Education Center 
 

Tiffany Anderson, MD; Goodman Surgical Education Center 
 
Tiffany Anderson is the GSCE’s Surgical Education Fellow. She is joining us 
from Gainesville, Florida where she attended the University of Florida (UF) for her 
undergraduate and graduate medical school degrees.  She has also completed 
three years of her general surgery residency and a one year surgical critical care 
fellowship at UF. Her current interests involve the utilization of technology and 
simulation to improve patient-centered communication.  
 
Mentor: James Lau, MD 

 
Ingrid Schmiederer, MD; Goodman Surgical Education Center 
 
Dr. Schmiederer comes from the suburbs of Philadelphia, PA, where she 
graduated from Drexel University College of Medicine, after completing a BA in 
History from Johns Hopkins University. She has completed 3 years of General 
Surgery Residency at New York-Presbyterian Queens Hospital, where she 
developed interest in researching resident evaluation, surgical skills assessment 
and professional development.  
 
Mentor: James Lau, MD 

 

Plastics and Reconstructive Surgery 
 
Janos Alfredo Barrera, MD; Plastics and Reconstructive Surgery 
 
During medical school at Stanford, I worked in Dr. Geoffrey Gurtner’s lab studying 
wound healing and regenerative medicine, including a project testing a novel 
stem cell-seeded hydrogel for treating cutaneous burns. This year I’m returning to 
Dr. Gurtner’s lab with a focus on developing a peripheral nerve interface for 
neuroprosthetic limbs, as well as studying the molecular pathways governing digit 
tip regeneration. I will also be involved with clinical trials for new chronic wound 
treatment modalities at the Stanford Advanced Wound Care Center 
Mentors: Geoffrey Gurtner, MD; Todd Theman, MD 
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 Anna Luan, MD; Plastics and Reconstructive Surgery 
 
Anna Luan is a plastic surgery resident. She studied Bioengineering at UCSD, 
where she performed research in tissue engineering and worked in 
bioinformatics. She completed medical school at Stanford, where she 
participated in biodesign and continued her interests in bioinformatics, clinical 
outcomes, and tissue engineering. She is currently working with ReSurge 
International on improving surgical capacity and evaluating outcomes abroad. 
 
Mentor: Catherine Curtin, MD 

 
 
Anna Zhou, MD; Plastics and Reconstructive Surgery 
 
Anna Zhou completed medical school at NYU and is now a plastic surgery at 
Stanford. She will be spending the year as the Lymphedema Fellow under the 
guidance of Dr. Dung Nguyen and partners at Fibralign. She will be dedicating 
time to basic science and clinical research, as well as improving patient 
education. 
 
Mentor: Dung Nguyen, MD 
 

 

Stanford-Surgery Policy Improvement Research & Education Center 
(S-SPIRE) & Veterans Health Administration (VA) 

 
 
Laura A. Graham, PhD; S-SPIRE & VA 
 
Laura is a health services researcher with a wide variety of experience in data 
management and analysis, including large multi-center health services and 
outcomes research studies, provider survey studies, and laboratory-oriented 
research. Her research interests center around decision support tools for 
processes of surgical care.  The bulk of her research experience is in the Veterans 
Health Administration.  
 
Mentor: Todd Wagner, MD 
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Vascular Surgery 

 
 

Elizabeth George, MD; Vascular Surgery 
 
Lizzy George is a Stanford “lifer” beginning her second of two years of 
professional development. During this second year she will be conducting 
research focusing on secondary cardiovascular risk reduction in patients with 
peripheral arterial disease to complete her Master's degree in Health Policy and 
continuing to work as a fellow in the VA’s Health Sciences Research & 
Development program focusing on the delivery of high-value care in Vascular 
Surgery. 
 
Mentor: Shipra Arya, MD 

 

 
Aditi Kashikar, MBBS; Vascular Surgery 
 
Aditi Kashikar is a postdoctoral research fellow at Dr. Shipra Arya’s lab, 
Department of Vascular Surgery. She completed her medical degree from 
MGIMS, India, followed by a preceptorship in Surgery and Trauma at the 
BIDMC, Harvard Medical School. Her research interests lie in improving the 
accessibility and quality of surgical care.  
 
Mentor: Shipra Arya, MD 

 
 
Kenneth Tran, MD; Vascular Surgery 
 
Kenneth Tran is an integrated vascular surgery resident at Stanford University. 
Dr. Tran will be working with Dr. Jason Lee (Vascular Surgery) and Dr. Alison 
Marsden (Bioengineering) on developing quantitative methods for assessing the 
performance of endovascular stent grafts in complex endovascular aneurysm 
repair using computational flow modelling (SimVascular) 
 
Mentor: Jason Lee, MD 

 
 
 

Inquiries: contact Ana Mezynski at mezynski@stanford.edu 
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