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Evolution of the Weekly’s coverage



● Terminology, 

language

● Headline

● No photographs

● Focus on district 

response

● Emphasis on seeking 

help

● Resources



Internal changes, efforts

● Created written suicide policy to guide our company’s coverage of deaths by suicide. 
The  policy evolved and became more tightly restrictive as the 2009-10 cluster 
developed.

● Observation of World Health Organization and AFSP guidelines for reporting on 
suicide

● Developed resource pages, which were later updated and expanded in collaboration 
with local mental health professionals and parent-advocates

● Started practice of including an editor’s note at the top of stories, pointing readers to 
resources 

● Careful comment moderation online
● Educating new staff members about responsible coverage

https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/05/05/resources-how-to-help-those-in-crisis
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