Special Education Preschool Services

A Pathway for Health Care Professionals
(Numbers refer to the explanatory boxes at sides and at the bottom of the page)

Any child >3 years old with developmental delays OR a developmental

disorder

Established

developmental disorder:

- Mental retardation or

condition requiring similar

treatment

- Cerebral Palsy

- Autism

- Genetic disorder (Prader-
Willi, Angelman syndrome)

- Metabolic disease (PKU)
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Criteria for Special Education
- Hearing impaired
- Both hearing and visually
impaired
- Speech/language impaired
- Visually impaired
- Severely orthopedically impaired
- Health impaired
- Exhibiting autistic-like behaviors
- Mentally retarded
-Seriously emotionally disturbed
- Learning disabled
- Multiple disabilities
- Traumatic brain iniurv
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Developmental Screening:

Was the child

Confirm child has
IEP with the local
school district OR

YES

enrolled in early
intervention?

Does the child have a
condition with an
established
developmental disorder?

Does the child meet
criteria for special
education services?

Perform Developmental Surveillance
and/or Screening
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was assessed
and found
ineligible

Refer to local
school district

YES
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AND/OR refer to
Regional Center

YES

Refer to local

- History (Hx) including
milestones and functioning

- Family History (FH)

- Social History (SH)

- Physical and neurological
exam (PE)

- Developmental Screening

Test (such as ASQ, PEDS,
Denver Il, BINS)

Developmental
Screening Results?

school district
AND/OR refer to
Regional Center
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Interdisciplinary

development

evaluation:

- Medical diagnosis

- Multiple domains of
function

- Family and social
circumstances
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Positives findings on Positive findings on
Hx, FH, SH or PE Hx, FH, SH or PE

Abnormal
developmental
screening test

Normal developmental
screening test

Consider
interdisciplinary
developmental team
assessment OR
medical evaluation
OR monitor

Parents request
evaluation from local
school district
AND consider
interdisciplinary
developmental team
assessment
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Normal Hx, FH, SH or PE

Abnormal developmental

9| Normal Hx, FH, SH or PE

screening test

Parents request
evaluation from local
school district
AND consider
interdisciplinary
developmental team
assessment

Normal developmental
screening test

Collaborate with
family regarding
next steps AND
continue to monitor
with screening
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