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Welcome to the Medical
Humanities and Arts Program
at Stanford School of Medicine.

We are honored to lead and
guide this creative program for
our clinical students, residents,
faculty, and Stanford Medicine
community. We invite you to

join the journey of creativity,

community and connection.

Who We Are

A SINGULAR PROGRAM

Medicine and the Muse is an applied medical humanities and arts program at Stanford
School of Medicine. We translate the academic knowledge of the field into targeted
curriculum, programming, project support and events that directly benefit students,
physicians, healthcare professionals, patients and the community. We employ the direct
bench to bedside approach, benefitting our physicians, students, clinical professionals,
and patients.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

As Al races to use all known human creativity, it is vital to carve out time, space and
resources for our humanity, to put a stake in the ground that says: We are human beings
first and foremost, and our authenticity, inspiration and creativity cannot be replaced by
artificial intelligence.

Cover photo information: This painting was created by a Stanford patient participating in our Patient Portrait Project, led
by Lauren Toomer, Director of Visual Arts for Medicine and the Muse. The patient had a hand tremor, and was guided by
Lauren. The red flourish is the patient signature.
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Our Mission

Empower people in the Stanford community and beyond to creatively reflect
on their experiences, connect and create community through humanities and
the arts programming and projects.

“In the arts and the humanities,
we find a window into both
ourselves and the human condition.
As medical research and technology
transform our lives, we will continue
to attend concerts, visit art galleries,
and read literature to help us

explore age-old questions about the
human condition: who we are, why
we’re here and what it all means.”

Stanford Medicine Dean
Lloyd Minor

Our Goals

EDUCATE ENABLE EXCITE EXPAND
Train the next Provide the tools Inspire the Increase
generation of and space for community to create representation of

humanist healthcare people to express and connect diverse voices
providers themselves in health.
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Snapshot of Programs

WRITING
Storytelling & Writing, StoryLab,
Storytelling Retreats, Writing Medicine
Workshops, Talk Rx, Story Rounds,
Pegasus Physician Writers, Dr. Paul
Kalanithi Writing Award,
Summer Scholar Program,

Panacea Health Substack H U MAN \.
CONNECTION

MUSIC
Stuck at Home Concerts, Stanford
Medicine Orchestra, Stanford
Medicine Chorus, Open Mic Nights,
Medicine and Music Symposium,
Stanford Soundwalk, Shelter
Music Program

L[]

LITERATURE
Academic Courses (BEMH
Concentration), Publications,
Literature and Medicine,
Narrative Medicine Workshops,
Newsletter, Oxford Review
of Books

ART
Art Observation and Clinical Skills,
Art and Anatomy Summer
Program, Dorothy Summers Visual
Arts Prize, Stanford Medicine Art
Committee, Apart-Together
Covid 19 Remembrance
Project, Pause for Art

MEDIA
Documentary Series,
Student Media
Educational Projects

R

DANCE
Dance Movement and
Health Initiative
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2023-2024 Program Highlights

EDUCATION

Health Equity Media Fellowship
Designed to help physicians and journalists interested in reporting on health equity and access report on these
issues in the media.

Stanford Medical Humanities Faculty Fellowship
Astructured program with a mentored project for faculty interested in medical humanities and the arts. Our
inaugural cohort of Faculty Fellows included 14 fellows from six different departments.

Summer Programs for High School Students: Video Games For Health, Art & Anatomy
Summer Programs for College and Graduate Students: Storytelling & Medicine
Designed to provide students with a deep dive into these topics with Stanford faculty and others.

Big Ideas in Medicine Conference
Ourinaugural Big Ideas in Medicine Conference featured thought leaders from various disciplines who
addressed big ideas in the areas of Health Equity, Cancer, Digital Health and Al, and Longevity.

Stanford Medicine Story Rounds

Alive storytelling program for physicians, by
physicians, a safe space to share stories of heartache,
challenge and hope.

Literature and Medicine Discussion Series

for Faculty

Now in its 10th year, the LitMed series allows faculty to
gather for a meal and discuss the joys and challenges
of medicine through curated poetry, short stories

and essays.
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https://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse/Education/health.html
https://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse/Education/facfellow.html
https://stanfordmedicalhumanities.org
https://stanfordmedicalhumanities.org
http://Big Ideas in Medicine Conference 
https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2024/06/27/doctors-mental-health-wellness-story-rounds-stanford/
https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2019/11/05/the-slow-medicine-of-literature-scope10000/
https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2019/11/05/the-slow-medicine-of-literature-scope10000/

Storytelling Retreats
All day retreats off campus in an outdoor setting for clinical students interested in writing and storytelling.

Clinical Student Research and Art Annual Symposium
An evening showcasing clinical students’ research, musical, vocal and dance performances, visual art

and photography.

Anastomosis, Student-Led Literary Journal
Features art, fiction, non-fiction, and poetry by current clinical students.
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https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2018/10/17/i-will-not-become-a-robot-doctor-a-medical-student-vows-to-practice-compassion/
https://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse/events/MedicineandtheMuse.html
https://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse/events/About.html

Writing Medicine for All Healthcare Professionals
Avirtual workshop started during the pandemic as a place for healthcare professionals to come together and
write about and share their experiences.

ENGAGEMENT

Stanford Medicine Orchestra and Chorus

Comprised of students, faculty, staff and alumni of Stanford School of Medicine and Stanford Hospitals, featured
in three concerts a year, as well as various events on campus, including the Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony and
the Memorial Service for Families of Individuals who donated their bodies to Stanford Medicine.
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https://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse/events/medical-student-storytelling.html
https://med.stanford.edu/smo

Art Across Boundaries Series
A program with the Wende museum featuring artists whose work explores the intersection of art and science.

The Patient Portrait Project
A bedside art project pairing clinical students and patients to create art that reflects the patient’s experience.

Dr. Paul Kalanithi Writing Award Contest
Now in its eighth year, the Dr. Paul Kalanithi Writing Award Contest honors the memory and legacy of Dr. Paul
Kalanithi, and awards prizes for poetry, fiction and non-fiction.

Dorothy Summers Visual Art Prize for Health Professionals
Created by program founder Dr. Audrey Shafer, to honor her mother, Ms. Dorothy Summers, a visual artist,
recognizes visual art and photography.

Community Art Projects
Our Apart-Together COVID19 Remembrance Project continued with departmental workshops as well as a Pause
for Art Project, which brings art to the workplace for engagement and reflection.
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https://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse/Education/ArtAcrossBoundaries.html
https://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2023/12/05/art-ai-healing-medicine-portrait-project/
https://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse/events/paul-kalanithi-essay-contest.html
https://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse/events/SummersVisualArt.html
https://med.stanford.edu/news/all-news/2022/06/case-awards.html#:~:text=The%20COVID%2D19%20remembrance%20project,lives%20lost%20during%20the%20pandemic.

Priorities

STRATEGIC GOALS

Fvaluate new methods to assess impact

Ensure financial sustainability of current programs
Enhance equity and quality of programs

Expand resources to support new projects

FIVE-YEAR GOALS

Artist in Residence for basic science and clinical departments
Grant writing support

Scholarships for summer programs

Patient-centered storytelling programs

Research seed grants for faculty, staff and students

Page 9



People

LEADERSHIP

BRYANT LIN, MD, Faculty Director

JACQUELINE GENOVESE, MFA, Executive Director

CHRISTY HARTMAN, MA, Program Manager

LAUREL BRAITMAN, PHD, Director of Writing and Storytelling

HOLLY TABOR, PHD, Director, Center for Biomedical Ethics

GABRIELLA RIVERA, MPH, Director of Finance Administration, Center for Biomedical Ethics

PROGRAM LEADS

NICOLE MARTINEZ, JD, Co-Director, BEMH Scholarly Concentration

ALYSSA BURGART, MD, Associate Director for Symposium

LAUREN EDWARDS MD, Director for Education

CYNTHIA NGUYEN, MD, Associate Director for Cross Cultural Communication

LAUREN TOOMER, MFA, Director for Visual Art

YEUEN KIM, MD, Associate Director for Narrative Medicine and gallery-based workshops
BENNY GAVI, MD, Director of Faculty Literature and Medicine

JENNIFER PIEN, MD, Director, Pegasus Physician Writers

ILANA YURKIEWICZ, MD, Founder, Co-chair, Big Ideas in Medicine Conference

ELI CAHAN, MD, Co-director, Health Equity Media Fellowship

MICHAEL NEDELMAN, MD, Co-director, Health Equity Media Fellowship

AMRAPALI MAITRA, MD, PHD, Director of Research

TYLER TATE MD, Clinical Associate Professor, Peds/Quality of Life and Pediatric Palliative Care
JONATHEN CHEN, MD, Director of Magic

CHRISTOPHER COSTANZA, Stanford Principal Cellist, Associate Director for Music

REZA HABIBI, PhD candidate, Lead Instructor, Video Games for Health

CONNIE WOLF, Stanford Hospital, Dorothy Summer Visual Art Prize

ANTONIA DAPENA-TRETTER, Stanford Children’s Hospital, Dorothy Summers Visual Art Prize
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LUCY KALANITHI, MD, Associate Director, Paul Kalanithi Writing Award Contest
MR. TERRANCE YAN, Conductor, Stanford Medicine Orchestra
MR. MINSEUNG CHol, PhD student, Choir Master, Stanford Medicine Chorus

CREATIVE PARTNERS

GILLIAN KUMAGAI, Director, Stanford Health Libraries

KIM PROSS, Director of Operations and Production, Stanford LIVE

SOPHINA MCDANIEL, Manager, Creative and Healing Arts, Stanford Hospital

ELLEN OH, Director of Interdisciplinary Arts Programs, Office of Vice President for the Arts
PROMILA RASTOGI, Director of Transition Strategies and Stanford Research Park Operations - OFPM
STANFORD MEDICINE OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS

ALETA HAYES, Department of Theater and Performing Arts

NINA SHEVZOV-ZEBRUN, MD, Department of Pediatrics

MALATHI SRINIVASAN, MD, Department of Primary Care and Populatiom Health
WELLMD/PHD PROGRAM

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT FOR THE ARTS

CENTER FOR ASIAN HEALTH RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS
FRISH BRANDT

SKIP VICTOR

BRETT MCCLUNG

STUDENT PROGRAM ASSISTANTS

JEENAH GWAK, MS candidate in Biology

ANNA KIERSWETTER, BA candidate in Human
Biology & Creative Writing

PHOTOGRAPHER
STEVEN TRUOUNG, MD Student, Ph.D. Student
in Biophysics
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Photos
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1. Christy Hartman, MA, Bryant Lin, MD, Meng,
Jacqueline Genovese, MFA, Stanford Program in
the Medical Humanities and the Arts, (Medicine &
the Muse) Center for Biomedical Ethics

PAGE 3
2. Stanford School of Medicine Dean Lloyd Minor, MD

PAGE 4
3. Dr. Paul Kalanithi was a neurosurgeon at Stanford
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4. Afia Asamoah, JD, MPP connects with Tiffany
Ezinwa Onyejiaka, MHS, MD Candidate at the Big
Ideas in Medicine Conference

5. Members of the first Medical Humanities & Arts
Faculty Fellowship
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6. BryantLin MD, Big Ideas in Medicine 2023

7. Lauren Toomer MFA, Art & Anatomy
Summer Program

8. Story Rounds live storytelling event with Office
of WellMD & PhD: Stephanie Harman, MD, Jay
Shah, MD, Jacqueline Genovese, MFA, Medical
student Basil Baccouche, Denny Lund, MD, Melody
Smith, MD

9. Medical student leaders of 2023 Medicine & the
Muse Symposium, Helen Wang and Natali Barakat
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10. Marty Bronk, MD, Member of Stanford Medicine
Chorus and Pegasus Physician Writers

11. Laurel Braitman, PhD, Director of Storytelling
and Writing, at the Storytelling Workshop for
Clinical Students

12. Medical student Jang Lee, with his painting, “Aileen
Navarrete” at the annual Medicine & the Muse
Symposium, winner of the Dorothy Summer Visual
Arts Prize

13. Stanford Medicine Orchestra Spring Concert
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14. Members of the Stanford Medicine Chorus tenor
section: Kitra Cates, Deborah Rains, Kenneth Duda,
Mina Satoyoshi, and Andrea Ciprano
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15. Jonathan Chen, MD, performing magic at the
Medicine & the Muse Symposium, 2023

16. Health Equity Media Fellows, Sejal Parekh, MD and
Indira Khera visiting CBS news studio
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17. Dr. Lauren Edwards leads several educational
efforts for undergraduate and medical students,
including Storytelling in Medicine courses and
summer programs.
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18. Medical student Austin Valedo sharing his research
at the Medicine & the Muse Symposium 2023,

19. Minseung Choi, PhD candidate, and Terrance
Yan, conductors of Stanford Medicine Chorus and
Orchestra at the Annual Holiday Concert

20. Medical student Melanie Ambler performed at the
Medicine & the Muse Symposium and is a member
of the Stanford Medicine Orchestra

21.Benny Gavi, MD, Dean Winslow MD, and Lauren
Edwards, MD, Literature and Medicine Dinner &
Discussion Series
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Photos courtesy of Steven Truong,
Lauren Toomer, Stephanie Harman,
Laurel Braitman, Andrea Ciprano,
Jeenah Gwak, Michael Nedelman,
Stanford Medicine, and Stanford
Medicine & the Muse.




Contact Us

For more information, email medicineandthemuse@stanford.edu

VISIT US
med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse.html

Stanford University Center for Biomedical Ethics
Edwards Research Building

300 Pasteur Drive

2nd Floor, Room R2DCIR

Stanford, CA 94305-5417

To support our program, please consider making a
tax-deductible donation.
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mailto:mailto:%20medicineandthemuse%40stanford.edu?subject=
http://med.stanford.edu/medicineandthemuse.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3n41_0iumXcBYi_UXZeLnw
https://www.facebook.com/medmuse/
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Fstanfordmedmuse
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stanford-university-medmuse/

