
 

 
 

David Koch Jr. Foundation Kidney Health Innovation Awards 

 Postdoctoral Support Policy 

GENERAL 

 
The David Koch Jr. Foundation Kidney Health Innovation Postdoctoral Support Awards mechanism will provide 
funding for postdoctoral fellows to pursue innovative, mentored research to accelerate transformative discoveries 
in pediatric kidney disease, glomerular disease, and the adolescent to adult transition for individuals with kidney 
disease. This program aims to motivate and train the next generation researchers across disciplines such as 
immunology, genetics, computational biology and psychology - ultimately impacting health outcomes for children 
and young adults with kidney disease and position awardees for success in obtaining future extramural career 
development or independent research funding.  
 
Postdoctoral Fellows ($100K/year, up to 2 years) 
 
The award supports a postdoc’s salary and fringe benefits up to a maximum of $100,000. Any remaining gaps of 
your salary will need to be covered by your mentor. 
 
Research must have a focus on pediatric kidney health research. Priority will be given to research proposals with 
maternal and child health relevance. Child refers to the expectant mother, oocyte, zygote, embryo, fetus, infant, 
child, and adolescent.  
 

AWARD 

 
Award may be used for salary & benefits only. 
 
Award may NOT be used for (all categories): 

• Travel, conference fees, tuition, classes 

• Membership dues, journal subscriptions, books 

• Office supplies, ITSS communications 

• Poster presentations, abstract submissions 

• Computer equipment (e.g., iPads, laptops, tablets, smartphones, and other similar technologies), software, 
or accessories 

• Any other indirect research costs 
 
Determination of Funding Level 
If the applicant is successful in obtaining external funding for his/her salary, s/he must immediately notify MCHRI 
Administration. In such a situation, the award will be reduced by a comparable amount. 
 
Failure to disclose may impact eligibility for future awards sponsored by the MCHRI. 
 
No-Cost Extensions (NCX) 
NCXs are not allowed. 
 
Submission and Award Limits 
A single applicant may submit only 1 application per grant cycle.  
 

PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

Mentor Support Form 
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A Mentor Support Form is required from the Primary Research Mentor for all postdocs. The Primary Research 
Mentor must be a Member of the Stanford Maternal and Child Health Research Institute; a membership form is 
available here.  
 
Upon creation of an Online Application Record by the applicant. The Primary Research Mentor will receive an 

automated email with a unique link to complete the Mentor Support Form. Applicants should not include a letter of 

support from their mentor in lieu of or in addition to the online support form. 

 
Letters of Support 

• Letters of support are required from all listed non-primary research mentor(s), co-investigator(s), and 
collaborator(s) 

• Letters of support are required from the NIH kidney disease networks, if applicable 

• Letters are NOT blinded and must be attached at the end of the single, PDF application that is uploaded to the 
Online application portal.   

 
Biosketch 
A NIH Biosketch (including Personal Statement) from each research mentor and co-investigator must be 
obtained.  
 
The NIH Biosketch template can be obtained here:  https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm 
  
Budget and Budget Justification 
The applicant must submit a MCHRI Budget Worksheet detailing all current and potential other sources of funding 
for this study. 
 
David Koch Jr. Foundation Kidney Health Innovation Awards- Postdoctoral Support Budget Worksheet  

 
Applicants must identify all potential sources of funding as instructed on the budget form. If the potential sources 
of funding are not fully and clearly described, the proposal will not be reviewed. 
 
IRB Approval  
It is strongly encouraged that you submit your IRB application prior to the application submission deadline and the 
IRB review meeting date stated in the application. If there is an approval letter, it must be attached with the 
application. If approved for funding, the award cannot commence (fund transfer) without the approved IRB. 
Should there be a reason you will not have IRB approval by the award start date, please email 
kstern01@stanford.edu  or mchri_admin@stanford.edu to request a waiver and include a justification in your 
request. For more information, please see: http://humansubjects.stanford.edu/ 
 

REVIEW CRITERIA and SELECTION PROCESS 
 
Applications will be reviewed by a Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) and peer reviewers.  Assessments will be 
based on the NIH Investigator-Initiated Review Criteria - significance, innovation and approach of the proposed 
research, research environment and investigator team; relevance and potential impact of the research on 
pediatric nephrology and kidney health.  
 
Reviewer Comments 
All applicants will receive reviewer comments regardless of award. 

 
AWARDEE RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 

https://med.stanford.edu/mchri/members.html
https://redcap.stanford.edu/surveys/?s=N74HKWMYHK
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
https://med.stanford.edu/mchri/programs/Kidney-Health-Innovation-Program/kidney-postdoc.html
mailto:kstern01@stanford.edu
mailto:mchri_admin@stanford.edu
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The PI will take responsibility for the research idea, development methods, supervision and conduct of the study 
in addition to the following: 

• Faculty and Instructors keep their Community Academic Profile (CAP) updated and utilize the “Permit PubMed 
import” feature 

• Submit reports in a timely manner, including a Progress Report within 30 days of the award end date 

• Provide updates in all Progress Reports on funding status from external and/or internal sources 

• Submit progress reports for up to 3 years following the award end date that will include information about 
grants submitted, publications, employment, and new external funding resulting from this award 

• All abstracts, presentations, and publications about research supported by the Stanford Maternal and Child 
Health Research Institute award must include acknowledgement using the funding acknowledgement 
guidelines as follows: 

 
"The project described in this publication was supported by the David Koch Jr. Foundation Kidney Health 
Innovation Awards.” 

 
Award recipients who have not acknowledged their work, as indicated above, are not eligible for future awards 
sponsored by MCHRI. 

 
RESUBMISSION 
 

Applicants not funded may resubmit proposals for future cycles. Resubmissions shall be limited to one. 
 

CONTACT 
 

MCHRI 
kstern01@stanford.edu 
650-724-0279  

https://med.stanford.edu/mchri/about/funding-acknowledgement.html
mailto:kstern01@stanford.edu

