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GLOBAL

Mongolia Launched Ambitious Hepatitis Elimination Initiative

Helping Countries To Eliminate Hepatitis 
Experts including Dr. So met at the World Health 
Organization in Manila in September to review 
progress and develop recommendations towards 
the elimination of viral hepatitis by 2030 and 
elimination of mother-to-child transmission of 
hepatitis B in the region.

Important Role of Civil Society 
The World Health Organization invited members 
from civil society including the Asian Liver Center 
to meet in March to explore opportunities for 
collaboration to maximize the public health 
response to communicable disease and Universal  
Health Coverage.

Improving Hepatitis Training 
in Asia
Hepatitis healthcare workers’ 
training course in Chinese, 
Vietnamese, English and Mongolian 
are now available free online via 
Stanford University’s learning portal 
(https://lagunita.stanford.edu). 
The Mongolian course developed 
in collaboration with Mongolia 
Health Department was launched in 
Mongolia on World Hepatitis Day.

Dr. Shin Young-soo, World Health 
Organization regional director 
and Dr. Ren Minghui, Assistant 
Director-General (right) wore jade 
ribbons at the World Hepatitis Day 
event at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Visit to a yurt (Mongolian 
normadic home/tent) to find 
out how community health care 
workers deliver home care and 
screen for hepatitis B and C. 

Dr. So participated in a live 
broadcast roundtable discussion 
with Davaajantsan Sarangerel, 
Mongolia Minister of Health, and 
also gave an hour-long interview 
for a Mongolian TV program.



Molecular modeling and 
structure-based design
Our scientists are harnessing the 
power of molecular modeling to 
rationally design novel agents 
that can inhibit liver cancer 
growth. (Xiaowu Chen PhD, 
visiting scholar)

Improving the bioavailability of 
poorly absorbed drugs
We discovered certain promising 
drug candidates to treat liver cancer 
are ineffective because they are 
poorly absorbed. By partnering with 
collaborators in the pharmaceutical 
field, we have re-formulated these 
drug candidates to improve their 
absorption and anti-cancer activity. 
(Wei Ye PhD, postdoctoral fellow)

From Mice to Men
Using clinically relevant mouse 
models of liver cancer, our 
scientists have identified novel 
diagnostic and treatment 
approaches for liver cancer. We 
are one step closer to bringing 
our lab-based discoveries to 
treat patients with liver cancer.

Hepatitis B Calculator 
Researchers at the Asian Liver Center and 
University of Michigan collaborated with the 
World Health Organization to build the Hep 
B Calculator (www.hepbcalculator.org). The 
interactive tool allows countries to evaluate the 
cost-effectiveness of hepatitis B treatment from 
a healthcare payer’s perspective. At a two-day 
workshop organized by the WHO in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, Dr. Mehlika Toy (research scientist) 
showed the participants how to use the tool.

RESEARCH 

Testing and treatment save lives and  
money
Asian Liver Center’s health economics and 
policy research group found if 90% of chronic 
hepatitis B cases in the U.S. are diagnosed and 
80% treated by 2025, 50% of the deaths from 
liver cancer and liver disease could be averted 
and would save the healthcare system money. 
The study published in Health Affairs was 
featured on Stanford Medicine and received 
considerable media coverage.

Developing Better Drugs To Treat Liver Cancer



CHINA

A group of 11 interns and over 30 volunteers joined the Asian Liver Center in Beijing in 2018. They shared 
their passion, creativity and hard work towards the goal of increasing hepatitis B knowledge to save lives 
and eliminate disease stigma (left). Asian Liver Center in Beijing provided support for hepatitis B outreach 
to students from more than 70 colleges from 19 provinces and 10 high schools from 6 major cities. The 
JoinJade student teams designed posters and activities to educate their local communities about hepatitis B 
and dispel misconceptions that leads to hepatitis B discrimination.

Large Scale Public Health Projects in Northwest China
An estimated 50,000 newborns are infected by hepatitis B each year in China from mother-
to-child transmission that puts them at risk for liver cancer later in life. A multi-year project in 
collaboration with the China, Gansu and Qinghai Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and Maternal and Child Health Departments aims to improve the capacity of the 
health systems in China to totally eliminate mother-to-child transmission of hepatitis B. 

Top: Reviewing project progress in Gangsu Province. Dr Zhang Guomin, China CDC (left),  
Dr. Zhang Xiaoshu, Gangsu CDC (right).
Bottom: Visit to maternal and child health center in Qinghai to examine vacination records.  
Dr Li Furen, Qinghai CDC (right).

Inspiring Youth In China To Educate The Public And Eliminate Hepatitis B Stigma



WORLD HEPATITIS DAY

Collaboration With  
China CDC 
Beijing ALC helped 
design World Hepatitis 
Day posters for 
China CDC that were 
distributed nationwide.  
China CDC posted our 
World Hepatitis Day 
awareness video on its 
website and social media. 

Beijing Subway 
Campaign
During the month of July-
Aug, our World Hepatitis 
Day awareness video was 
shown on 10,600 subway 
and train monitors 
reaching an estimated  
20 million people.

Bus Stops and Campus 
Billboards

Hepatitis B public health 
messages were displayed 
at 20 bus-stop billboards 

and 20 billboards in 5 
universities in Beijing.

Partnered With 
Corporations 
We worked with  17 
corporations in China 
including Honeywell 
and Lenova to promote 
JoinJade and hepatitis B 
knowledge. 

Joinjade Ambassador 
2018

Celebrity ambassador 
William Chan, a popular 

Chinese performer 
informed the public 

about hepatitis B facts in 
a 60 seconds video.

A Lesson A Day
We developed a series of 
40 online classes to teach 
one hepatitis B fact a day.

  JoinJade Everywhere
A Beijing ALC social 

media campaign 
engages the public 

including schools to  
join Jade.

Supported NGOs To  
Spread Awareness 
We collaborated with 
44 non-govermental 
organizations in China to 
educate the community 
about hepatitis B.

Partnered With Social 
Media Platforms 

Tencent and Sina Weibo 
helped to promote 

JoinJade and hepatitis B 
knowledge.

Each year, World Hepatitis Day (July 28) provides an exciting opportunity in China to 
promote Hepatitis B knowledge, prevention, testing and treatment. We provided funding 
and collaborated with celebrities, the China and provincial CDCs, business groups, 
universities, and NGOs to raise Hepatitis B awareness.



JOINJADE  
AMBASSADOR 

VOICES

The Asian Liver Center is proud to partner with our 
passionate JoinJade Ambassadors who work to stop 
hepatitis B and liver cancer by spreading the message in 
schools, at work or through social media.

(1) Meredith 
Fenyo, Menlo 

High School 
student, helped 

dispel hepatitis B 
stigma through 

her Post-It 
project.

(4) Jamie Chung, Walmart 
Senior VP of Global 

eCommerce, and (5) Dr. 
Karen Eng, President/

CEO of CSMI, wore Jade 
Ribbon’s at the Minority 

Women’s Business 
Conference in California.

(2) Aiman Hakim Ridza, Malaysian 
Actor/Singer, encouraged his one 
million Instagram followers to build 
a global support network for hep 
B carriers via his video posts and 
celebrity appearances.

(3) Princess Kamariah 
of Johor Malaysia, 
encourages worldwide 
citizens to get tested 
and treated if chronically 
infected.

(6) Vickie Carpeneti, 
eBay Benefits Program 
Manager, promoted 
hepatitis B awareness 
to employees through 
its health app, HR 
Portal, and onsite talk.

(9) “My father and 
older brother died 
from liver cancer.”  
Annie Le of Lee’s 
Sandwiches shared 
her personal story 
and her motivation 
to participate in the 
JoinJade initiative.

(7) Jun Yoshida, Sr. Regional 
Wellness Specialist and (8) Igor 

Perisic, Chief Data Scientist/
VP of Engineering, at LinkedIn 
organized two awareness days 

that connected employees 
to onsite hepatitis B testing/

vaccination and education.

(10) California Assemblyman Ash Kalra, 
State Treasurer Fiona Ma, Dr. So, Annie Le, 
and (11) San Jose Vice Mayor Magdalena 
Carrasco, Le family, City Councilman 
Tam Nguyen at the JoinJade We Care 
press conference to promote hepatitis 
B awareness. The campaign distributed 
50,000 JoinJade cups at Lee’s Sandwiches 
stores across the state. 
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Asian Liver Center’s 16th Annual Youth 
Leadership Conference, August 1-4th
100 high school students took a stand against 
hepatitis B and liver cancer. In this year’s Team 
Challenge, participants became culturally 
competent leaders by creating hepatitis B awareness 
campaigns for ten countries heavily impacted by the 
virus.

The President’s Volunteer Service Award
Congratulations to Nicole Lu and Simona 
Ispas who received the gold and silver award 
respectively through volunteer service at the 
center in 2018.

Chinese Business Executives Learned about 
Hepatitis B
Executive MBA students from Peking University visited 
the Asian Liver Center to learn about our initiatives to 
eliminate hepatitis B in China and in the world.

Raising Hepatitis B and C Awareness in The 
Vietnamese Community
As many as 1 in 8 Vietnamese have hepatitis B and  
1 in 30 have hepatitis C. We have launched a public 
awareness campaign on Vietnamese radio, TV and 
newspaper and at community events. In partnership 
with the Santa Clara and California Departments of 
Public Health, and Vietnamese Physician Association, 
we also provide free hepatitis B and C testing.

San Francisco Chinese New Year Street 
Festival and Parade
Each year, our volunteers and interns educate 
thousands of people attending the 2-day street 
festival in Chinatown about hepatitis B prevention 
and testing through quizzes, games and our jade 
color dragon in the parade.

10th Annual Team HBV Collegiate Chapters 
Conference held at UCLA
Sixty Team HBV members attended and networked 
with peers in collegiate chapters, while speakers 
including Dr. Samuel So, Nadine Shiroma from Hep 
B United, and Thaddeus Pham from Hep Free Hawaii 
imparted their insights. At the conference hackathon, 
teams drafted project proposals to address real-
world disparities in hepatitis B awareness.



To all our donors, thank you for your generous support.
Donations are tax deductible to the full extent provided by law.

THANK YOU

Asian Liver Center at Stanford University
780 Welch Road, CJ 130
Palo Alto, CA 94304, USA

Tel: 888.311.3331
Fax: 650.736.8001

Online: med.stanford.edu/liver/home/donate

To learn more about our programs:
liver.stanford.edu
hepbmoms.org

apavh.org
teamhbv.org
joinjade.org
joinjade.cn
nohepb.org

hepbcalculator.org

MAKE A DONATION

Chinese Cancer Memorial Foundation
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Dr. Paul Gillis & Grace Tang
Dr. King-Fai Pang & Magdalen Yum

Pang and Yum 2002 Trust 
Paul and Lucy Chen

Belinda So

Gold Sponsors
($10,000 - $100,000)

Dr. Ho Shung Pun
Dr. C.J. & Ha Lin Yip Huang

Florence Lee
John Martin Foundation
Providence Foundation 

Patricia Yee Ping So

Jade Sponsors
($100,000+)


