


Celebrating the

10-Year Anniversary of the

CJ Huang Building

Dr. Lloyd Minor, Dean of the Stanford
University School of Medicine joined
Mrs. Halin Yip Huang and her friends
to celebrate the 10th year anniversary
of the CJ Huang Building. Through his
generous altruistic donation, Dr. CJ
Huang provided a beautiful home for

the Asian Liver Center’s staff,
researchers, and students.

New Yorker
Article Shed
Light to the
Silent Threat of
Hepatitis B Virus
(HBV) in the U.S

The article told the tragic
story of a Viethnamese
American family who were
not aware of the prevalence
and risks of hepatitis B.

The author interviewed
experts including Dr. So
about his journey from a
liver transplant surgeon to
an advocate to improve
state and national policies in
prevention, screening

and treatment.

Zhejiang University
First Affiliated
Hospital Visit

Professor Liang Tingbo,
president and chair of the
department of hepatobiliary
and pancreatic surgery at
the First Affiliated Hospital,
Zhejiang University School
of Medicine led a delegation
to visit Stanford University.
The delegation congratulated
the Asian Liver Center for
its contributions to global
elimination of hepatitis B.

San Francisco
Declared May as
National Hepatitis
Awareness Month

At the press conference in front
of San Francisco City Hall, city
supervisor Joel Engardio spoke
about the threat of hepatitis B to
the large Asian community in San
Francisco and the death of his late
partner, Dr Mark Lim, at age 32
from liver cancer. Photo of Dr. So
with supervisor Joel Engardio and
Richard So, executive director of
San Francisco Hep B Free.




Teaching and Progress in HBV Elimination in China

Dr. So was invited to lecture PhD students at Tsinghua University Vanke School of Public Health and at the
Peking Union Medical College.

Tsinghua University Peking Union Medical College
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Meetings

During his Beijing visit, Dr. So met with public health leaders to learn about the latest progress and
remaining challenges in hepatitis B elimination in China.
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Dr. Martin Taylor, World Health
Organization China representative
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Dr. Zundong Yin, director of
National Immunization Program
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Dr. Ailing Wang, director of National Center for Dr. Yu Wang, director of China Foundation for
Women and Children’s Health Hepatitis Prevention and Control



Gansu and Qinghai

Dr. So and Linda Zhang, ALC China program manager, met with Gansu and Qinghai CDC, and went on
field visits to township health centers and the major maternal and child health hospitals to assess the
progress and gaps in implementing the new national guidelines to prevent hepatitis B mother-to-child
transmission.
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Strengthening the Capacity of Primary Care Workers in Vietham

From 2020 to 2024, our program in partnership with US CDC and Vietnam public health agencies, trained
over 2,000 healthcare workers across 18 provinces on hepatitis B prevention and care, focusing on
reducing mother-to-child transmission. Evaluation showed significant improvement in healthcare workers'
knowledge scores from 63.4% before training to 94.2% afterwards.
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Advocating for Universal HBV Screening

Princess Kesang Choden Wangchuck and Bhutan
Minister of Health hosted a dinner for Dr. So and
his friends on a visit to discuss his proposal for a
one-time free hepatitis B screening of adults living
in Bhutan and antiviral treatment to prevent liver
cancer and cirrhosis.

Despite the large Chinese population living in
Vancouver, there was no public awareness about
hepatitis B. Dr. So gave interviews on Fairchild
Chinese TV and radio about the importance for
adults to receive a 1-time screening for hepatitis
B to see whether they should be vaccinated or
receive antiviral treatment to prevent liver cancer.

Beijing
Subway and
Bus Stops

In a meeting with Dr. So, Dr. Bhupinder Kaur

Aulah, the Bhutan World Health Organization
representative pledged her support to collaborate
with the Asian Liver Center and Bhutan Ministry
of Health to develop a national adult hepatitis B
screening and treatment program.
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Famous actor and
F1
liver cancer survivor ERBA

To raise hepatitis B and liver cancer awareness,
Asian Liver Center launched TV and radio public
service announcements in Canada on Fairchild
TV and radio Chinese stations for 2 consecutive
weeks in July in partnership with BC Center for
Disease Control and the Canadian non-profit,
SUC.CESS. (& HBh ).

Around World Hepatitis Day, we launched an awareness campaign across Beijing in a call to action to
eliminate hepatitis B and liver cancer. Month long electronic billboards and posters were displayed along
Beijing Subway Lines 4 and 6, and bus stops around the Third Ring Road, including Beijing West Station,
reaching over 2 million people. The posters were also displayed in five large communities, engaging over

1 million residents.



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

A Stand for Health
Equity at National
American Chamber
of Commerce &
Entrepreneurship
Conference

At the AAPI National ACE
Conference and Gala, ALC had
the honor of sharing our hepatitis
B advocacy work on a national
stage. Former U.S. Secretary

of Transportation Elaine Chao
stopped by our booth to show
her support, highlighting the
growing momentum in the fight
to eliminate Hep B.

Outreach in Vietham

More than 40,000 educational
materials were distributed across
five provinces to raise awareness
among pregnant women and
mothers about hepatitis B.
Additionally, hepatitis B public
service announcements were
broadcasted on local TV and
aired via local loudspeakers to
maximize reach.

Free Hepatitis C
Testing for
At-risk Groups

22nd Annual
Youth Leadership
Conference

We continued our collaboration
with the California Department
of Public Health to provide

free hepatitis C testing, using

a simple finger-prick method.
Participants received their test
results within 20 minutes. Those
who tested positive for hepatitis
C were promptly referred for
further evaluation and follow-up
care, ensuring a continuum of
support and medical attention.

Chinese New Year
Street Festival

Each year, the two days Chinese
New Year Street Festival in San
Francisco Chinatown, provides
our staff, interns and volunteers
the opportunity to engage
thousands of people to educate
them about hepatitis B and

liver cancer prevention and to
eliminate hepatitis B stigma.

Participants from high schools
across the country learned from
leaders including Liz Wiseman who
teaches leadership to executives
around the world. In response to
Step Up to Take Down Hepatitis

B, teams of participants created
innovative TikTok videos to raise
hepatitis B awareness.

China Corporate
Outreach

In 2024, 15 companies
participated in the JoinJade
Corporate Program, with six
conducting online and offline
activities to educate employees
on hepatitis B and promote a
zero-discrimination workplace.

We also partnered with The Color
Run in Beijing to raise hepatitis B
awareness among 20,000 runners.
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Global Infant Hepatitis B
Vaccination Reduces U.S.

Increased Monitoring for Infection Rates and Costs

Hepatitis B Carriers in the U.S.
is Cost-Saving

Our researchers used simulation models to assess
the impact of global hepatitis B vaccination efforts
on HBV infections, deaths averted, and cost savings
in the U.S. The study demonstrates substantial
reductions in U.S. HBV cases and healthcare costs

Our research

showed if more e
d.
|

people living with
hepatitis B receive
regular medical : =
followup to monitor (&1
for liver damage s L }
and disease 4
progression, and : B
receive antiviral treatment when recommended,
thousands of cases of liver cancer, cirrhosis, and

death would be prevented. Increased monitoring
and treatment would also be cost-saving.

Targeting Glypican-3
for Diagnostic and
Therapeutic Purposes
in Liver Cancer

Partnering with
Medicinal Chemists
to Develop New Liver
Cancer Drugs

due to these vaccination efforts. Achieving the
WHQO'’s 2030 vaccination targets could result in
additional savings exceeding $100 million.
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Understanding the
Immune Landscape
in Liver Cancer

Glypican-3 (GPC3) is a protein
found to be over-abundant in
liver cancer tissues compared
to the normal liver tissues. We
are exploiting this specificity to
develop novel diagnostic imaging
probes to detect GPC3-positive
liver tumor cells, as well as
biological agents that can inhibit
the tumor-promoting functions
of GPC3 in liver cancer cells. The

We have partnered with
medicinal chemists to design,
synthesize, and evaluate the
physicochemical properties of
a panel of novel compounds
with potential growth inhibitory
activities against liver cancer
cells. We have identified a
preliminary set of compounds
with in vitro anti-tumor
potency, which will be further

combination of these efforts offer evaluated for pharmacokinetic
a two-prong, patient-centered
approach to identify and treat
this subgroup of GPC3-positive
liver cancer patients.

and anti-tumor efficacy in
animal models of liver cancer.

We continue to work with our
collaborators (Dr. Bin Chen
and Dr. Rama Shankar) from
Michigan State University to
define the biological functions
of a specific subset of T-cells
in promoting liver cancer cell
growth. Additionally, we are
studying other components of
the complex human immune
system to further understand
their roles in liver cancer, and
how they can be targeted for
therapeutic purposes.
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To all our donors, thank you for your generous support.
Donations are tax deductible to the full extent provided by law.





