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Calling in jeopardy

There is a back-up “jeopardy” system in place that can be activated to ensure that the clinical service will be covered in the event that you get sick or an emergency arises such that you are unable to work.  Jeopardy is staffed by second and third year fellows, and there is always someone “on call” in case something happens, including weekends and holidays. Jeopardy should only be activated in times of emergency – family death/illness, fellow’s illness, etc.  It should not and will not be activated for non-emergent needs (i.e. desire to attend wedding/family function, etc).

If you need to call in jeopardy, call and/or page and email the chief fellow, a program director, and your attending; they will take care of activating the jeopardy fellow for you.

What to do if you become overloaded

We are also committed to ensuring that fellows do not exceed ACGME work hours regulations and the 80-hour maximum workweek.  At times, the consult service may get quite busy and you may need some assistance. There are mechanisms in place to help you in such a circumstance.

The first, and most important, thing to do is call your attending whenever it looks like you are getting even close to this threshold, preferably a day or two ahead of time. The attending should devise a plan as to how to manage the consults.  The attending should make decisions about: (a) which consults may be deferred (or declined); (b) whether s/he is available to see consults on his/her own; (c) how to best use the Attending Only Service to help, and (d) whether to call in the jeopardy fellow.

