Farm Friction: lowa Agricultural Transitions
and the Battle for Representation
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careful about these outside groups that have little
knowledge of agriculture leveling attacks against an
important economic driver of our state's economy.

“I think something needs to be done to help
young people get started, and | don't mean go
work in a hog building eight hours a day...I mean
to really be your own boss farmer. And | don't
know what the answer is, but something needs
to be done, because the bigger just get bigger.
And somebody your age, if you don't have a
parent that's got a boatload of land or
something, there's no way. There's a lot of really
good young kids that'll never get an opportunity,
instead it'll be someone whose dad already has
10,000 acres and is lazy and doesn't really want
to work at it, he's the one who'll end up with it.”

“You live here for 60 years and then think about the
number of houses that aren't here that used to be.”

“Sometimes | would like to go back 50 years....you
know, it was such a calm time, in a way. But yet,
you wouldn't really want to do that either, because
there's so much we have today....”

“We’re taking better care of our land now than ever.”
“You've got a big divide between the rural and urban. g
The urban, most people don't have the foggiest damn FeS
- idea of what goes on.” &

“I can see it. | mean, there's a certain amount of
nostalgia to that kind of stuff, but between the
realistic and nostalgia, there's a big gap.”

| “You have your pretty little idea about how
| everything's gonna be so rosy, but that ain't quite the
s way it works.”




