
MCHRI Clinical Trainee (MD) Support Program – FAQ’s 

1. Q: I submitted a proposal for the Clinical Trainee (MD) Support Program. Approximately 

when should I expect to hear back regarding its funding status? 

A: First Application Cycle: March/April. Immediate Resubmission Cycle: 3-4 weeks after the 

round one notification. 

2. Q: I would like clarification on if my Mentor has submitted the associated mentor support 

form. 

A: As a requirement for your award, the MCHRI Mentor Support Form must be completed 

prior to the submission of your application. It is recommended that you complete the initial 

steps of creating an application record 4 weeks in advance of the deadline in our grant 

management system such that your mentor has sufficient time to complete the form. Late 

forms will not be accepted unless a significant rationale is provided. 

3. Q: I would like to update my application with the status of a newly publication article. Is 

this possible? 

 

A: No, this is not allowed due to the short turnaround time in our review process. If 

publications are in press, please make sure to properly reference them on your NIH 

Biosketch. 

 

4. Q: I see that Clinical Trainee (MD) Awardees are eligible for a non-competitive renewal. 

What are the steps involved in that process? 

A: Renewal requirements include submission of (1) an annual Progress Report by a specified 

date on each awardee’s Year 1 Notice of Award (if they are eligible) & (2) documentation of 

application in the awardee’s name for external funding that would support their 

remuneration during the renewal year. 

5. Q: My award notice stipulates that I am eligible for a non-competitive renewal. What is 

MCHRI’s definition of external funding? 

A: MCHRI defines external funding as any non-Stanford, competitive funding mechanism 

that is applied for directly by the awardee. For instance, a NIH T32 training grant is not 

applicable. However, a NIH F32 meets the criteria.  

6. Q: I received an external award to support part of my salary in the renewal year. Does the 

research incentive policy apply to me in year 2? 

A: Yes, the research incentive applies to you in year 2. If you receive funding to support your 

salary, MCHRI will reduce your award by a comparable amount. The research incentive must 

be used within the period of performance.  

7. Q: My primary research mentor has left Stanford. Am I eligible to continue to hold an 

MCHRI Award? 

https://redcap.stanford.edu/surveys/?s=TMXA48LCW3


A: Yes, it is possible for you to continue your MCHRI-supported project. Please note that you 

will be required to identify a new mentor and provide an updated mentoring plan which 

needs to be approved by the program panel chair(s). 

8. Q: Do you provide samples of past awarded grants or recommendations on formatting? 

A: No, please refer to the associated program application form and grant instructions for 

references on formatting and application packaging.  

9. Q: My Primary Research Mentor did not receive (or complete) the mentor support form. 

What do I do now? 

A: Our mentor form is completed via REDCap. The system sometimes has difficulty when a 

mentor has multiple SUNet’s. Please contact MCHRI Administration via email at 

mchri_admin@stanford.edu for additional support. MCHRI will resend the mentor form 

directly to your mentor for completion.  

Please Note: Last minute requests may not be able to be processed. 

10. Q: What does the field “Cycle” or “FY” refer to? 

A: MCHRI offers multiple funding opportunities per year each with chances for 

resubmission. To ensure proper tracking, please provide the current Fiscal Year (FY) or 

funding cycle (Cycle) for the associated submission date. (e.g., a fall 2022 grant program 

would be FY 23) 

11. Q: Please provide information regarding the definition of Principal Investigator (PI), 

Collaborator & Co-Investigator. Do they need to be included in my application? 

A: MCHRI uses the NIH guidance for the definition of Co-Investigators and Collaborators. PIs 

are the individual submitting the project that is eligible for the funding mechanism. Please 

follow the associated program application form & grant instructions for guidance on how to 

include them in your application. 

12. Q: Are applicants with an H or J visa eligible to apply? 

A: Yes, you may apply for this funding opportunity. If an applicant has been approved to 

work at Stanford by the person’s department HR, then we will gladly accept the applicant 

pending they will be able to meet the other award terms. 

13. Q: I have a question regarding the specific age range for child health. Can you please 

provide guidance on the age limits for your funding mechanism? 

A: MCHRI uses the NIH “Child” definition. For more information, please view their website.  

14. Q: Am I eligible to change my Primary Research Mentor associated to my application? 

 

A: Yes, you may change your Primary Research Mentor prior to application submission if the 

new mentor will have sufficient time to complete the Mentor Support Form. We highly 

recommend that this activity not take place within 7 days prior to the application 

submission date so that our administrative team may assist you properly. 

mailto:mchri_admin@stanford.edu
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/consultants-collaborators-subawards
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/glossary.htm#Child


 

15. Q: I am not certain if my proposed project is relevant to Maternal Child Health according 

to MCHRI’s definition. Can someone please clarify this? 

 

A: We would be happy to clarify Maternal Child Health relevance on a case-by-case basis. 

Please email mchri_admin@stanford.edu to request an evaluation. 

 

16. Q: I am completing my Stanford IRB eProtocol and the IRB is requesting a SPO number 

associated with this award. Do you know if one was assigned?  

 

A: MCHRI awards are internal grants and not considered sponsored research by the school’s 

definition. A SPO number is not required.  

 

17. Q: My Stanford IRB eProtocol was not approved by the submission deadline.  

 

A: If approved for funding, the award cannot commence (fund transfer) without the 

approved approval. Should there be a reason you will not have IRB approval by the award 

start date of 7/1, please email mchri_admin@stanford.edu to request a waiver and include 

a justification in your request.   

  

18. Q:  Do I need to be a MCHRI member to apply for the MCHRI Clinical Trainee (MD)Support 

Grant?  

 

A: Yes, you do need to apply for membership prior to submitting your application as does 

your Primary Research Mentor. Please click here to apply for membership. Please note that 

it may take up to 2 weeks for us to process your membership request. 

 

19. Q: I am now in my third year of fellowship (PGY-6) and would like to be considered for an 

extension.  

A: MCHRI would not be able provide an extension for your current award as our program 

only supports fellows in their 2nd and 3rd year of fellowship (PGY-5 and PGY-6).   

20. Q: What format is preferred for the response to reviewers’ comments? 

A: Please submit a word document to mchri_admin@stanford.edu with your response to 

the reviewers’ comments/concerns and include any change to your proposal as needed.  

21. Q: I am a current medicine fellow but not in the Department of Pediatrics. Am I eligible to 

apply for the MCHRI Clinical Trainee (MD) award? 

A: Our application for Clinical Trainee (MD) Support is open to applicants outside of 

pediatrics if the clinical primary location for seeing patients is at LPCHS. The nature of the 

proposal must be related to maternal and child health research.  

mailto:mchri_admin@stanford.edu
mailto:mchri_admin@stanford.edu
http://med.stanford.edu/mchri/members/how-to-apply.html
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22. Q: I am a current/incoming fellow and would like to apply for the MCHRI award but would 

not need salary support.  Can I apply for the grant? If so, and I was approved for funding, 

can the award be used for research expenses instead of salary support? 

A: Yes, you are still eligible to apply but the funds cannot be used for research-related 

expenses as the award is only for salary support. However, if approved for funding, you 

would be considered a MCHRI-Awarded Fellow and recognized as a Stanford Maternal & 

Child Health Research Institute Fellow.  

23. Q: My application was approved for funding, but I do not need salary support. What is the 

expectation on time commitment to research for this award? 

A: The awardee’s effort would be commiserate with the program policy where it states that 

a minimum of 75% time will be for protected research. We offer this opportunity such that 

trainees may indicate on the bio sketch that they applied & received a competitive grant 

during their fellowship even though they do not require the salary support.  

24. Q: I was not funded in the first round of submissions and have reviewed my comments 

with my mentor. Can I re-submit my proposal but with a new focus on the project? 

A: It cannot be a resubmission if it is a different project with different aims. If the applicant 

can justify that the new focus is a logical extension of the prior proposal and benefit the 

project within the structure of the resubmission criteria, then this would be acceptable.   

25. Q: I have a current award and would have the option of a non-competitive renewal had I 

not been graduating. Can the renewal extend to another trainee? 

A: The fellowships are endowed and cannot be transferred. Additionally, each applicant is 

nominated, and the proposal are reviewed and selected by the MCHRI Scientific Review 

Committee. Any continuation of work would have to be submitted as a new proposal by the 

applicant if they meet the eligibility criteria.    

26. Q:  Can an MCHRI Clinical Trainee (MD) award be used to support an awardee’s salary & 

benefits while out on leave?  

 

A:  MCHRI desires to facilitate awarded trainees during parental leave, while ensuring 

awarded funds directly support research training effort, to the extent possible. Situations for 

such leaves must be approved on a case-by-case basis. It is MCHRI’s preference that the 

award be used to fund any extension granted to the awardee and for the department to 

support the leave itself such that the awardee has sufficient time to complete the awarded 

project.  

 

Before any such situation is granted approval, please email mchri_admin@stanford.edu and 

state whether or not the postdoc will be granted an extension and how the postdoc plans to 

complete the awarded project. 
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