
Office of Community-Engaged Research: 

The Office of Community-Engaged Research (OCER) is an office in the Maternal and Child 
Health Research Institute (MCHRI). The MCHRI accelerates Stanford discoveries to improve 
the health of pregnant women and children by fostering transdisciplinary research in the pre-
clinical, clinical, and basic sciences. The mission of the Office of Community-Engaged Research 
is to promote health equity for maternal and child health populations by supporting community-
engaged research initiatives and advancing strong collaborative partnerships between 
community, academic, and policy entities. The office serves as a bridge between Stanford and 
communities, emphasizing partnerships that value and respect the assets and diversity of 
communities and work to translate evidence co-generated to policies and practices to promote 
health equity.  

MCHRI OCER is dedicated to helping Stanford researchers and community partners to work 
together to address salient maternal and child health concerns. The office provides technical 
assistance, including consultation and resource sharing to teams and provides trainings across 
the University and community on community-engaged research.  

MCHRI also funds community engaged research through the Structural Racism, Social Injustice 
and Health Disparities in Maternal and Child Health Pilot Grants. This pilot grant is aimed at 
supporting research that not only highlights an important maternal and child health disparity 
(e.g. racial and ethnic, socioeconomic and geographic, sexual orientation and gender identity) 
but also focuses on reasons or drivers of these disparities. The projects propose action-oriented 
strategies to promote equity and improve health outcomes in diverse communities through 
policy or programmatic changes and innovations. OCER provides assistance to the applicants 
and awardees of this program.  

In addition, OCER works with partner offices on coordinating efforts at Stanford related to 
community engaged research. Key Partners include: 

Department of Pediatrics Office of Child Health Equity (OCHE)  
The Office of Child Health Equity (OCHE) envisions a world where all children reach their full 
potential. The Office strives to create communities and a world where healthcare and life 
outcomes are equitable and just.  
 
Stanford Cancer Institute, Community Outreach and Engagement 
Community Outreach and Engagement at the Stanford Cancer Institute (SCI) works 
collaboratively with the SCI Community Advisory Board and an increasingly diverse group of 
community partners, faculty, patient groups, and healthcare leaders to reduce cancer burden 
and promote health equity. 
 
Stanford Impact Labs 
Stanford Impact Labs supports teams of scholars working in partnership with leaders from 
public, social, and private sectors as they tackle social problems with creativity, rigorous 
evidence, and innovative technology. Stanford Impact Labs funds problem-focused research 
and training on social problems with the goal of achieving broad public impact. 
 
Stanford School of Medicine Office of Community Engagement 



The mission of the office is to be a national and international leader in developing innovative 
models of engagement, nurturing community partnerships, and designing and implementing 
rigorous projects that promote health equity for diverse populations.   
 
Stanford University Office of Community Engagement (OCE) 
This office seeks to create more purposeful and organized engagement between Stanford and 
the external communities with which the university interacts. Through its network of community 
engagement hubs, OCE leverages Stanford expertise and resources to strengthen and advance 
collaboration with external communities, with a focus on addressing mutual challenges around 
affordability, education, health, and sustainability.  
 


