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Rob Kapilow


“A wonderful guy who brings music alive!”


– Katie Couric, NBC’s Today Show





For more than 15 years, Rob Kapilow has brought the joy and wonder of classical music – and unraveled some of its mysteries – to audiences of all ages and backgrounds.  Characterized by his unique ability to create an “aha” moment for his audiences and collaborators, whatever their level of musical sophistication or naiveté, Kapilow’s work brings music into people’s lives: opening new ears to musical experiences and helping people to listen actively rather than just hear.  As the Boston Globe said, “It’s a cheering thought that this kind of missionary enterprise did not pass from this earth with Leonard Bernstein.  Rob Kapilow is awfully good at what he does.  We need him.”





Kapilow’s range of activities is astonishingly broad, including his What Makes It Great?© presentations (now in their twelfth seasons in New York and Boston), his family compositions and FamilyMusik© events, and his “Citypieces”.  Kapilow’s popularity and appeal are reflected in notable invitations and achievements: he appeared on NBC’s Today Show in conversation with Katie Couric; he presented a special What Makes It Great?© event for broadcast on PBS’s Live From Lincoln Center in January 2008; and he has written a book – All You Have To Do Is Listen, published in 2008.  A documentary film, named Summer Sun, Winter Moon after Kapilow’s choral/symphonic work of the same name, traces the process of that work’s composition from its conception through to its premiere, and will be broadcast on public television this spring.





At the age of 19, Kapilow interrupted his academic work at Yale University to study with the legendary Nadia Boulanger.  Two years later, after graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Yale, he continued his studies at the Eastman School of Music.  After graduating from Eastman, he returned to Yale, where he was assistant professor for six years at the university.  Kapilow was the first composer ever to be granted the rights to set Dr. Seuss’s words to music, and his music is published exclusively by G. Schirmer.  He lives in River Vale, NJ, with his wife and three children.
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Student Performers





-  Jazz Selections 		


Performed by Groove Approval, with


		Dan Dickinson, drums


		Colin Gray, bass


		Jake Wittenberg, piano


		Zach Beiley, alto sax


		Philip Pauerstein, tenor sax





-  Birth Time


Written and read by Eric Leroux





-   Almost Lover, written by A Fine Frenzy


Performed by:


Patrick Avila, guitar and vocals


Stesha Doku, guitar


Gloria Yiu, vocals





-   Selected Poems


Written and read by Atalie Young





-  “El Fandango Del Candil,” from Goyescas, by Enrique Granados


Christine McLeavey, piano


Student Exhibitors


Please join us after the show for a reception and an exhibition of visual, written, and recorded work by the following students, faculty, and community members:


Adriana Anavitarte, Michael Ahdoot, Suzanne Bethard, Wendy Caceres, Alexander Cardenas, David Carreon, Christina Chao,  Stesha Doku, Harry Flaster, Christina Gamba, Josh Goldner, Christopher Hemond, Ashley Koegel, Eric Leroux, Danica Lomeli, Aabed Meer, Elham Moradi, Nancy Morioka-Douglas, Alisa Mueller, Patricia Ortiz-Tello, Krista Rappahahn, Luz Silverio, Rachel Sussman, Jamie Tsui, Vuong Vu, and Atalie Young




















The St. Lawrence String Quartet


Geoff Nuttall				Scott St. John


-violin					-violin





Lesley Robertson			Christopher Costanza


-viola					-cello





Having walked on stage together over 2000 times in the past twenty years the St. Lawrence String Quartet (SLSQ) has established itself among the world-class chamber ensembles of its generation. In 1992, they won both the Banff International String Quartet Competition and Young Concert Artists International Auditions, launching them on a performing career that has brought them across North and South America, Europe and Asia.





The long awaited initial recording of the St. Lawrence Quartet, Schumann's First and Third Quartets, was released in May 1999 to great critical acclaim. In 2002 their recording Yiddishbbuk featuring the chamber music of the celebrated Argentinean-American composer Osvaldo Golijov received two Grammy nominations.  Their most recent recording of Shostakovich Quartets was released in July, 2006.





Having been privileged to study with the Emerson, Tokyo and Juilliard String Quartets, the St. Lawrence are themselves passionate educators.  Since 1998 they have held the position of Ensemble in Residence at Stanford University.  This residency includes working with students of music as well as extensive collaborations with other faculty and departments using music to explore a myriad of topics.





The SLSQ is deeply committed to bringing music to less traditional venues outside the classroom or concert hall.  Alex Ross of The New Yorker writes, "the St. Lawrence are remarkable not simply for the quality of their music making, exalted as it is, but for the joy they take in the act of connection."





The St. Lawrence String Quartet records exclusively for �HYPERLINK "http://www.emiclassics.ca/slsq.html"��EMI/ANGEL�.
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Thanks to our student organizers:  Christina Gamba, Stesha Doku, Danica Lomeli, Luz Silverio, and Rachel Sussman
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