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Dr. Ashby Walker received her Ph.D. in Sociology from Emory University in 2007 and serves as 
the Director for Health Equity Initiatives at the University of Florida Diabetes Institute. Dr. 
Walker is an elected member of the American Diabetes Association National Health Disparities 
Committee and the Chronic Diseases & Conditions Priority Area Workgroup (PAW) of the 2017 
– 2021 Florida State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP). Dr. Walker’s research as a medical 
sociologist focuses on Type 1 Diabetes and the role that social capital plays in determining 
health outcomes and she was selected by Diabetes Forecast magazine as “People to Know” for 
2019. Dr. Walker is the recipient of five teaching, mentoring, and curriculum development 
awards and previously served as the Chair of Social Sciences at Mars Hill University in North 
Carolina. 


