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Highlights: • Healthcare students’ knowledge of the COVID-19 pandemic is less robust than expected in Hong Kong.

• COVID-19-related information should be promoted via social media, online newspapers, and television news.

• More COVID-19 knowledge can increase risk perception and preventive behaviour among healthcare students.

Background & Aims
• Medical and nursing students are surveyed because they will soon be the frontline healthcare staff against COVID-19, and 

because they are experienced in seeking health-related information.

• Policymakers can discover more effective methods to spread COVID-19-related information if they understand the 

relationships between (1) Health information-seeking behaviour; (2) Knowledge of COVID-19; (3) Preventive behaviour; 

(4) Risk perception towards COVID-19.
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Results & Discussion • Surprisingly high rate of incorrect answers in certain COVID-19 

knowledge questions (refer to graph above) which should be promptly 

addressed by public health agencies and universities

• Most frequently used sources for COVID-19 information:

(1) Social media; (2) Online newspapers; (3) Television news

- Hence, public health promoters should focus on these media outlets when 

promoting COVID-19-related information.

• Respondents accessing COVID-19 information frequently 

(weekly/daily) perform more preventive behaviours than those who 

access such information less frequently (monthly/less than once per month).

• Positive correlation between risk perception and preventive behaviour, 

particularly cleaning, contact and droplet precautions
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Limitations
• Data collection occurred over several months, during which there were fluctuations in the severity of COVID-19 in Hong Kong.

• The 370 valid responses were slightly fewer than the target sample size of 372 as calculated by Slovin’s formula.


