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Scott W. Atlas, MD is Professor of Radiology and Chief of Neuroradiology at Stanford University 
School of Medicine, a Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, and a Senior Fellow at the 
Freeman-Spogli Institute for International Studies. 

Dr. Atlas is the editor of the leading textbook in the field, the best-selling Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging of the Brain and Spine, about to be released in its 4th edition. He is also editor, associate 
editor, and a member of the editorial boards of numerous scientific journals and has been a 
member of the boards of many major national and international scientific societies over the past 
decade. Dr. Atlas has authored more than 100 scientific publications in leading journals. His 
research has centered on advanced applications of new MRI technologies in neurologic diseases. 
He has lectured throughout the world on a variety of topics, most notably advances in MRI of the 
brain, and the key economic issues related to the future of such technology-based advances. He 
is recognized throughout the world as a leader in both education and clinical research and is on 
the Nominating Committee for the Nobel Prize in Medicine and Physiology. He is also an adviser 
to major industry leaders in medical technology. Dr. Atlas has received numerous awards and 
honors in recognition of his leadership in the field.  

Dr. Atlas's research interests as a Senior Fellow at Hoover center on issues pertaining to public 
policy in health care. He is investigating the role of government in the emerging era of 
consumerism in health care, both within the United States and globally. His work includes 
investigations into the effects of the changing health care marketplace on technology-based 
innovations in medicine.  At the Freeman-Spogli Institute for International Studies, he has 
particular interests in the evolving health care system of emerging economies, and has a recent 
Fulbright award to collaborate with academic leaders in China on structuring health care solutions 
for China. Dr. Atlas is also participating with leaders from government and academia on the World 
Bank’s Commission on Growth and Development.  

Before his appointments at Stanford University and the Hoover Institution, Dr. Atlas was on the 
faculty of University of California at San Francisco, University of Pennsylvania, and Mount Sinai 
Medical Center in New York City.  

Dr. Atlas received a B.S. degree in biology from the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign 
and an M.D. degree from the University of Chicago.  

 


