Pre-Vet Club 

Meeting 1 Minutes

Had a visiting veterinarian from Brazil as our guest (Claudio)

1. Club members shared their veterinary/animal experience

· Heather

· Veterinary clinic in Maryland

· Labs in RAF

· Squirrel monkeys

· Stanford Cat Network

· If interested contact Carol Miller or email Heather at hgraham@stanford.edu

· Laurie

· Monterey Bay

· Hopkins Marine Station

· Equestrian team

· David

· Volunteered at veterinary hospital clinics

· Began 3 summers ago at Menlo Park Peninsula

· Did tech work at Woodside Veterinary Clinic

· Neurolab

· Involved in squirrel monkey research

· Research involved dissection

· Mindy

· Stanford at Sea

· Summer research in Africa on elephants and their behavior

· Paleontology research project

· Shadowed at a zoo

· Mary

· Worked in comparative and orthopedic research labs in Wisconsin (veterinary hospital)

· Emergency hospital experience

· Shadowed a horse vet

· Susan

· Worked in dog and cat animal hospital in Long Beach

· Volunteered at an exotics clinic a summer

· Shadowed veterinary orthopedist
2. Main Speaker: Gabe


- 4th year vet student at Davis

- Mostly Q&A:

Q: 
How did you find classes compared to undergrad?

A: 


· Graduated from U of A in 1997, worked a while in research then came back to school. Said it was not as easy as being an undergraduate. Specifically, winter term of the second year is a killer.

· Structure at Davis

· Lectures in the morning

· Labs from 12-4, 1-5 

· Lots of tests

· The only homework is to study

· Interesting classmates

· 6 people with children

· One mother and daughter pair in his class

· General class composition

· Class size: 122-155

· Average age: 25-26, lowest 20, highest 50

· 80% female

· Professors usually PhD/DVM

· For the most part are good, eager teachers

· Different tracks, e.g. zoological, food animal, small animal, etc

· Clinical rotations

· Give you experience/comfort with spays, neuters, surgeries

· Boards NAVLA—currently studying for them

· Need to pass them in order to practice in the US

· Computerized

· 65-70% small animal

· 10-20% food animal/exotics

Q:
How do you spend your summers?

A:

· Works in clinics

· Does stipend supported research (e.g. NIH -$6,000)

· 10-12 weeks

· Through Davis, at Davis

Q:
What was the process of getting into vet school like?

A:

· In interviews, they asked him a lot of specific questions, asked about his research, and asked about ethical issues

· He didn’t get in the first year, applied to schools that admitted early the 2nd year 

· Generally, competition is 400 applicants/spot in vet schools

· Pointers: 

· ask questions during interviews!

· Davis currently recruiting for DVM/PhD in order to go into research

