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Abstract Classes Offered by the DCM

Where are they now??

Stanford University attracts some of the brightest
undergraduate students in the country. The Department of
Comparative Medicine (DCM) within the Stanford
University School of Medicine has made it a high priority to
encourage Stanford undergraduate pre-veterinary students
to consider “alternative” careers in veterinary medicine, well
before they ever apply to veterinary schools. By offering
unique undergraduate classes, freshman and sophomore
seminar courses, independent study, and research
opportunities, we expose these highly motivated under-
graduates to the careers of the DCM faculty whose
credentials cover a broad range (i.e., ACVP, ACLAM,
ACVA, ACVPM, ACVIM, MPH and PhDs). The Stanford
Undergraduate Pre-Veterinary Club (SUPVC) has been in
existence since ~ 2003, and receives support from the DCM
as well as several “main campus” undergraduate programs,
for student research, educational dinner meetings, honoraria
for invited speakers, field trips, and an informational
website. Past mentees have pursued combined DVM/Ph.D
and DVM/MBA degrees, and others have been accepted into
clinical internships, ACLAM residency or combined
ACVP/Ph.D residency programs. Furthermore, the SUPVC
participates in community outreach to regional high school
and college students, academic counselors, and parents, in
the form of day-long symposia (Pre-Vet Expos) that offer a
glimpse into the diversity of the veterinary profession and
insight into the “pathway” to veterinary school. It is in part
these unusual opportunities provided to our undergraduate
students that have resulted in an exceptionally high “first
time applicant” acceptance rate to veterinary schools. It is
the early and focused exposure of Stanford undergraduates
to the Department of Comparative Medicine faculty in
combination with existing undergraduate programs that
presents a novel approach to address the future needs of the
veterinary profession in the current climate of “One
Medicine, One Health”.

Stanford Undergraduate Pre-Vet Club

The SUPVC offers undergraduates a way to meet, learn
from, and interact with fellow pre-vet enthusiasts.
* On average, 12-15 active members each year
* We hold 2-3 dinner meetings/quarter
* Invited veterinary speakers, departmental faculty, or
visiting veterinary students share information
* Upperclassman discuss the “application” process,
required classes, or give advice to new club members on
local shadowing opportunities.
* Dr. B meets with all pre-vets every year to discuss
veterinary school-specific required classes or give advice on
personal statements, and the interview process.
* Semi-annual newsletters highlight SUPVC alumni and
current club member activities
* Website

Independent Study/Research

Pre-Vet Expos

Undergraduate students may participate in directed reading/directed research for credit, and
these endeavors have resulted in numerous publications and posters (examples listed below).
Students have presented at undergraduate research meetings as well as regional, national and
international veterinary-related meetings. Student names are in red.
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Since 2008, the SUPVC has hosted three day-long symposia (Pre-Vet Expo, Pre-Vet
Expo II, Pre-Vet Expo III) with the intent of exposing the public to diverse career
options in the field of veterinary medicine. These Expos offer high school and
college students from the Bay Area a chance to hear from several veterinarians in
different disciplines speak about their careers, to eat lunch with a vet, to hear from
veterinary students at several vet schools, and to learn about volunteer
opportunities.

Since the inception of the SUPVC, 48 Stanford graduates (and a few post docs) have
gone on to pursue careers in veterinary medicine. Students are enrolled in or have
graduated from a total of 15 different veterinary schools. Amongst these, 2 are
currently in or have completed anatomic pathology residencies (1 already an ACVP
diplomate), 1 student is in a DVM/Ph.D program, 1 student obtained a DVM/MBA, 1
student joined the Army Vet Corps, several have gone on to do internships and clinical
residencies, and 2 students are in Stanford’s Lab Animal Residency Program.


