
The Pacific Udall Center and the Stanford Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center host an ongoing seminar series from 4-5 PM each 
month. Please join us for a gathering among physicians and scientists interested in learning more about mechanisms of brain 
aging and neurodegenerative diseases and in developing interventions. All interested faculty, trainees and staff are welcome to 
attend. Please contact: Nusha Askari, PhD, askarin@stanford.edu  or Anna Ogi, aogi@stanford.edu for additional information.

“Understanding and Correcting Energy Failure in Neurodegeneration”

Ken Nakamura is an Associate 
Professor of Neurology at UCSF and 
an Investigator at the Gladstone 
Institute. He received his MD and 
PhD degrees from the University 
of Chicago, Pritzker School of 
Medicine. His thesis work in the 
laboratory of Un Kang focused 
on the role of oxidative stress and 
mitochondrial dysfunction in the 
pathogenesis of Parkinson’s disease. 
He then completed an internship in 
internal medicine and neurology residency 
at UCSF, and a subsequent clinical fellowship 
in movement disorders at UCSF, where he 
continues to treat patients. Dr. Nakamura also 
completed a postdoctoral fellowship with Robert 
Edwards at UCSF, where he studied interactions 
between the Parkinson disease protein α-synuclein 
and mitochondria. His laboratory at Gladstone has two 
broad, intertwined objectives. The first is to gain insight 
into the normal physiology of mitochondria and glucose 
metabolism in the brain, with a particular focus on bioenergetics, 
and mitochondrial dynamics and quality control in neurons. 
The second is to understand how disrupting mitochondrial 
functions and metabolism contributes to neurodegenerative 
diseases, especially Parkinson’s disease (PD), Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD), and mitochondral disorders, and to use 
these insights to develop new approaches to target 
energy metabolism therapeutically.
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