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A Department Changing
in the Right Direction!

Preparing the Alumni Newsletter
is a wonderful opportunity for me to
step back and reflect on what has
happened in the past year in the
department and at Stanford in general.
The daily and weekly activity fre-
quently makes one lose focus on the
"bigger picture" of an academic
department and medical center in
constant evolution in a medical
marketplace that appears to be going
upside down. The departmentcontinues
to grow and expand, althoughin a careful
manner and in selectedareas. Let us look
at some of these areas and issues.

During the past year, the impact
of recruiting Dr. Elliot Krane to lead
the expansion of pediatric anesthesia
has become visible to all. Elliot has
provided vision and leadership to both
Lucile Salter Packard Hospital and our
department. Pediatric surgery contin-
ues to grow, especially with the
recruitment of a major pediatric solid
organ transplant program from San
Francisco. Stanford now has one of the
largest pediatric renal and liver
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William New, Jr., M.D.,Ph.D.
Last year the specter of government

health care reform faded under political
pressure. Reform continues, but driven
today by private economics (primarily
employer medical plans) rather than
government mandate. Federal budget
deficits focus on rock bottom cost at any
price, corporations are less price sensitive

but seek the best employee value for
their dollar.

Value is an area where anesthe-
siologists can uniquely contribute,
given their comprehensive familiarity

Increasingly,
Stanford anesthesia alumni
cross-train in management.
As an alumni association

we can help each other
learn these new skills.

with surgery and critical care
(our most expensive hospital activities)
across many specialties. Managing
scarce resources for optimum outcome
requires broad understanding of patient
satisfaction, clinical tradeoffs,
accounting, worker psychology,
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The Department of Anesthesia, Stanford University
invites you to attend its

Alumni Reunion Reception

Sunday, October 22, 1995

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

The Mansion
Piedmont at North Avenue

Atlanta, Georgia

RSVP on enclosed envelope.
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